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said the Affordable Care Act ‘‘is no
longer affordable to many Americans.”

In my State of Iowa, the Affordable
Care Act premium increases this year
were over 40 percent for many individ-
uals. Few people, of course, can afford
that. Families that did manage to pur-
chase Affordable Care Act insurance
found that they could no longer afford
to use it.

One Iowan recently called my office
and told me that his premiums have in-
creased 400 percent in 3 years. He also
said that his deductible went up to—
can you believe it—$14,000. Last year,
one of his children had a major medical
problem, and they had to pay for all of
that care out of their pocket—not from
the insurance. The family paid $12,000
for the Affordable Care Act insurance,
which did not pay for any health care.
Of course, that just doesn’t make any
sense whatsoever.

The problem is that the Affordable
Care Act did nothing to address the un-
derlying causes of the high cost of
health care; that is, what it costs for a
hospital or a doctor to purchase or
maintain medical equipment, purchase
medicines, carry malpractice insur-
ance, and a lot of other costs they
have.

Rather than address the actual cost
to care, President Obama and his col-
leagues chose to bypass real health
care reform for an unsustainable enti-
tlement and bureaucratic mandates
that have priced people out of the
health insurance market, rather than
provide those same people with afford-
able and quality coverage.

So we are at it now. It is time for
real health care reform, not the mis-
guided policies that we were promised 8
years ago that now have turned out to
be what I describe as misguided poli-
cies. It is time to deliver to Americans
what we were promised. It is time to
provide accessible, affordable health
care to all Americans. But my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
need to work with us. They know that
the Affordable Care Act is falling
apart. They know it is unaffordable.

As we have heard in speeches this
week, the other side is trying to dis-
tract attention from the Affordable
Care Act collapse by using scare tac-
tics, like you recently heard. It is time
for the Democrats to step up, instead
of doubling down. It is time for states-
manship, not gamesmanship. It is time
for the Democrats to stop defending
the ‘‘un-Affordable Care Act’” and de-
liver Americans what was promised.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues and the Trump administra-
tion to deliver affordable health care
to all Americans in the tradition of the
Senate, which is what didn’t happen in
2009. It was strictly a one-party pro-
gram put before the Congress to pass.
That is why it has failed—because so
many of the people who could have
made a good bill pass in 2009 were shut
out of the process because this body
had 60 Democratic Members and they
didn’t have to pay any attention to Re-
publicans.
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They spent maybe 8 or 9 months try-
ing to work with the Republicans to
negotiate a bipartisan deal. But before
that was completed, they said: Take it
or leave it. The Republican minority at
that time was not going to be dictated
to, and we were pushed out of the
room.

Then what ended up being the Afford-
able Care Act was written in the big
black hole of Senate Majority Leader
Reid’s office, without the bipartisan
input which has made so many social
programs in America successful. I
would name the Social Security Act. I
would name civil rights legislation,
Medicare legislation, and Medicaid leg-
islation, which all had broad bipartisan
support to get them passed. In the case
of the Civil Rights Act, a higher pro-
portion of Republicans voted for it
than Democrats voted for it—just one
example.

That is the tradition of the Senate
when you have major social legislation
that has been successful, and that is
why the Affordable Care Act was not
successful—because it was strictly a
partisan approach that was used to
have it become law.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at 5:30
p.m. on Monday, January 9, the Senate
vote in relation to the Paul amend-
ment No. 1; further, that the Senate
vote in relation to the Sanders amend-
ment No. 19 at 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
January 10.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is
my understanding that we will have a
side-by-side amendment to the Sanders
amendment, and we will circulate that
amendment as soon as possible.

———

TO CONSTITUTE THE MAJORITY
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 7, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 7) to constitute the
majority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Fifteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
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lution be agreed to and the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 7) was agreed
to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Submitted Resolu-
tions.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader.

——————

TO CONSTITUTE THE MINORITY
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 8, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 8) to constitute the
minority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Fifteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 8) was agreed
to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
these committee resolutions reflect the
fact that Senator BLUNT will remain
chair and Senator SCHUMER will remain
ranking member of the Rules Com-
mittee until the inaugural ceremonies
have been completed.

It is my understanding that following
the inauguration, Senator SHELBY will
become chair and Senator KLOBUCHAR
will become ranking member of the
Rules Committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Thank you,
President.

We have just agreed to the com-
mittee resolution numbers on each
committee. I would make just a couple
of points, if I might.

Our caucus has some serious con-
cerns about letting the Intelligence
Committee and Armed Services Com-
mittee exclusively handle the issue of
Russia’s interference in the election.

While much of the information relat-
ing to Russia’s interference in our elec-
tion can be pulled together by the In-
telligence and Armed Services Com-
mittees, the legislative actions that

Mr.
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